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Why Focus on 
Reading for 

Understanding?
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If you could only help your students learn 
ONE thing well, what would it be?

Reading for Understanding
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Reading for Understanding  
Is Essential for Test Success
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“Students cannot understand, enjoy, 
or respond to literature without 
effective reading comprehension . . .
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It’s Critical for Learning 
in All Content Areas

[and] students cannot gather new 
information from science, math, or 
social studies texts when they don’t 
understand what they read” 

-- Kelly Cartwright, 2015
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No amount of lectures, presentations, 
inquiries, or videos will enable teachers  
to cover all the essential material in        
their disciplines. 

Independent reading is what they     
count on to make up the difference.

Reading Is a Skill that 
All Teachers Rely On

Increasingly Important as Students Move Up the Grades
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Reading is critical 
for success, in 

learning and in life
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Practical Resources for 
Building Comprehension & 

Literacy Skills

Aim of the Academy:

Let’s do a quick preview . . .Let’s do a quick preview . . .
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Resource #1: A Chart of Good Reader Behaviors

9

Resource #2: 
Instructional Tools for Developing the Behaviors
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Resource #3: A Lesson Design Framework
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Essential Questions:

What separates great readers
from the rest?

How can we help ALL readers
read like the best readers?

How can we integrate literacy
across the curriculum?
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presented by

Harvey F. Silver and Joyce W. Jackson
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Reading for Understanding
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What does it mean to   
be a successful reader?
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Successful Reading: 
Two Key Components

“cracking the alphabetic code to read the words”

Harvey & Goudvis, 2017, p. 5

“thinking about those words to construct meaning”
and
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What’s the difference between READING the What’s the difference between READING the 
words & MAKING MEANING of the words?

Can you READ these words?

VariablesConsistsBetweenAre

KnownCurveCorrespondingContinuously
ValuesGraphVariationDraws
TableWithIsolated If
SetOftenOnlyMaking

RelationPointsOne

1717

“If the known relation between the variables consists 
of a table of corresponding values, the graph consists 
only of the corresponding set of isolated points. If the 
variables are known to vary continuously, one often 
draws a curve to show the variation.”

—Basic Math, 1945

Draw a picture showing your understanding of the text below.
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Can you UNDERSTAND the words?
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Effective reading instruction  
needs to facilitate both

READING 
the words is critical

Our focus:
Reading for Understanding

UNDERSTANDING  
is the ultimate goal
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Let’s start by defining 
the concept . . .
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What does 
“reading for understanding”

really mean?

Comprehension is “the process of simultaneously 
extracting and constructing meaning through 
interaction and involvement with written language.”
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Developing an R&D Program to Improve Reading Comprehension (rand.org)

According to the Rand Reading Study Group . . .

What does it take to     
read for understanding?
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What do good readers 
do to make sense of   

what they read?

What separates great readers
from the rest?

How can we help ALL readers
read like the best readers?

How can we integrate literacy
across the curriculum?
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Let’s read a challenging text and  
see what we can learn about . . .

The Healing Process

2323

Endothelial cells bud and grow from existing blood vessels, undergo
canalization, and form a vascular network by connecting to other cell buds.
New vessels are all similar in appearance, with thin walls made of endothelium.
Protein leaks out of the vessels, bathing the wound area in plasma and providing
a rich nutrient medium that promotes rapid cell growth. Once this nutrient
medium is established, differentiation can begin. 

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Some vessels will become venules, which are large and have
thin walls, while others will become arterioles, which have
muscular coats.As granulation tissue steadily changes, 
some vessels will disappear.Those that remain will become
part of the capillary bed.

2424© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Take a minute to reflect . . .

What was going on in your mind?

What did you do to help yourself 
understand the text?
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Our Big Goal:
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They use many strategies to understand & rememberThey use many strategies to understand & remember
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Research On What Good Readers Do
Good readers     

are active readers

27

That’s why reading experts 
constantly remind us that . . . 

“Reading is thinking.”
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“Reading is problem-solving.”

“Reading is meaning-making.”

Comprehension skills can be taught successfully to nearly Comprehension skills can be taught successfully to nearly 
all readers, including young and emerging readers.
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The Good News

A wide body of research shows that teaching students comprehension 
skills has ‘a significant and lasting effect on students’ understanding.’ 

(Keene, 2010, p. 70)

“Even primary-grade students can be practicing a basic repertoire of 
comprehension strategies…with clear comprehension benefits”

(Pressley & Gaskins, 2006, p. 110)

2929© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

But comprehension skills aren’t the 
only skills that impact success . . .

“New research is revealing that executive skills
play important roles in literacy learning, with 
particularly critical roles in successful reading 
comprehension.”

Kelly B. Cartwright, 2015

30
© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 30

How do executive 
function (EF) skills 

help readers?

Margaret Searle
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Focus and 
Attention

Impulse 
Control

Planning and 
Organization

Problem

Solving

Memory

Self-
Monitoring

Executive Function + 
Reading Connections

Margaret Searle

We Know . . . 
• Strong readers tend to have

strong executive skills.

3232© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

• Students who “read it but 
don’t get it” often have 
weaker executive skills.

Kelly B. Cartwright, 2015

3333© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Executive function (EF) skills 
are a piece of the puzzle we 
often overlook when trying  
to help struggling readers 

Why is this important?

3434© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Harvey F. SilverMargaret Searle

A New Kind of Framework for 
Comprehension Instruction
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Organization

Executive Function Proficient Reading

3636© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Organization

Executive Function Proficient Reading
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The chart addresses our first question:

What separates great readers
from the rest?

How can we help ALL readers
read like the best readers?

How can we integrate literacy
across the curriculum?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 37

How can we help ALL readers
read like the best readers?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 38

What about our second question? 

3939

The First Step:    
Adjust a Mindset

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

We saw earlier that reading  
is an active process that 
requires thinking and effort. 

Yet many struggling readers 
don’t know this . . .

4040© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

“Ineffective readers . . . often don’t 
realize they should be doing 
something while reading other than 
moving their eyes across the page.”   

“Unaware that they have an active 
role to play in their learning,        
these students think that 
comprehension simply happens.”  

Urquhart & Frazee, 2012, p. 4

4141© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

 That good readers use lots of “tricks”
to make sense of what they read

We need to teach students that 
understanding doesn’t happen by magic

 That ALL readers can learn and
benefit from using these same tricks

Our Good-Reader
Chart can help!

I know what kind of text this is  
& why I’m reading it (my “goal”)

I scan the text to learn     
what it’s about and what   
text features can help me

I decide if the text is good for           
me and my reading goal

I ask myself what I already    
know about the topic or text

I create questions & predictions      
to think about as I read

I think about strategies that can 
help me before I start reading

PREVIEW & PLAN

I decide if I met my reading goal 
and what I can do if I didn’t

I try to retell the   
main ideas or events

I ask myself what questions   
I have & how what I read   

is important or useful

I review parts of the text   
that I want to understand   
or remember more clearly

I reflect on how what I read fits 
with or changes my earlier ideas   

I reflect on how my effort and 
strategy use affected my success

REVIEW & REFLECT

I pause often to see if what I 
read makes sense, and I try   

new  strategies when it doesn’t

When words I don’t know get in    
my way, I try to figure them out

I check my predictions &                
make new ones as I read

I stop after each chunk to see if          
I can retell the important ideas

I keep track of helpful strategies 
& make plans to use them again

MONITOR SUCCESS &   
MAKE ADJUSTMENTS

I monitor my attention level & 
refocus myself if I need to

I read between the lines & 
construct my own ideas

I connect things I read to each 
other & to things I already know

I ask myself questions to help  
me understand the text better

I note what I think, feel, and 
wonder about as I read

I look for facts and reasons to 
support my ideas & the author’s

ACTIVELY READ & RESPOND

I picture what is happening       
or being described as I read

FOCUS ON WHAT’S 
IMPORTANT

I use my goal to guide my 
reading and note making

I read one section at a time   
and think about what’s 
important to remember

I summarize what I read to       
help me focus on key points

I make notes that highlight and 
organize important information

I notice how ideas are organized 
& look for patterns I know 

(cause-effect, comparison, etc.)

I use text patterns, including                    
story structure, to help me                 
focus on important ideas

What Good Readers Do FIVE SIMPLE 
STRATEGIES

42© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Good readers prepare themselves for success by 
previewing the text and planning how to read it
They figure out and focus on what’s important            
instead of trying to pay attention to everything

They actively engage with and respond personally to 
what they read instead of mindlessly skimming

They monitor how they’re doing and                                    
work to address comprehension issues

They don’t stop thinking when they finish reading. 
They review, reflect on, and apply what they learned.

37 38
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I know what kind of text this is  
& why I’m reading it (my “goal”)

I scan the text to learn     
what it’s about and what   
text features can help me

I decide if the text is good for           
me and my reading goal

I ask myself what I already    
know about the topic or text

I create questions & predictions   
to think about as I read

I think about strategies that can 
help me before I start reading

PREVIEW & PLAN

I decide if I met my reading goal 
and what I can do if I didn’t

I try to retell the   
main ideas or events

I ask myself what questions   
I have & how what I read   

is important or useful

I review parts of the text   
that I want to understand   
or remember more clearly

I reflect on how what I read fits 
with or changes my earlier ideas   

I reflect on how my effort and 
strategy use affected my success

REVIEW & REFLECT

I pause often to see if what I 
read makes sense, and I try   

new  strategies when it doesn’t

When words I don’t know get in    
my way, I try to figure them out

I check my predictions &                
make new ones as I read

I stop after each chunk to see if          
I can retell the important ideas

I keep track of helpful strategies 
& make plans to use them again

MONITOR SUCCESS &   
MAKE ADJUSTMENTS

I monitor my attention level & 
refocus myself if I need to

I read between the lines & 
construct my own ideas

I connect things I read to each 
other & to things I already know

I ask myself questions to help  
me understand the text better

I note what I think, feel, and 
wonder about as I read

I look for facts and reasons to 
support my ideas & the author’s

ACTIVELY READ & RESPOND

I picture what is happening     
or being described as I read

FOCUS ON WHAT’S 
IMPORTANT

I use my goal to guide my 
reading and note making

I read one section at a time   
and think about what’s 
important to remember

I summarize what I read to       
help me focus on key points

I make notes that highlight and 
organize important information

I notice how ideas are organized 
& look for patterns I know 

(cause-effect, comparison, etc.)

I use text patterns, including         
story structure, to help me   
focus on important ideas

What the Strategies Involve STUDENT-FRIENDLY 
LANGUAGE

43© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

I know what kind of text this is  
& why I’m reading it (my “goal”)

I scan the text to learn     
what it’s about and what   
text features can help me

I decide if the text is good for           
me and my reading goal

I ask myself what I already                  
know about the topic or text

I create questions & predictions      
to think about as I read

I think about strategies that can 
help me before I start reading

PREVIEW & PLAN

I decide if I met my reading goal 
and what I can do if I didn’t

I try to retell the   
main ideas or events

I ask myself what questions   
I have & how what I read   

is important or useful

I review parts of the text   
that I want to understand   
or remember more clearly

I reflect on how what I read fits 
with or changes my earlier ideas   

I reflect on how my effort and 
strategy use affected my success

REVIEW & REFLECT

I pause often to see if what I 
read makes sense, and I try   

new  strategies when it doesn’t

When words I don’t know get in    
my way, I try to figure them out

I check my predictions &                
make new ones as I read

I stop after each chunk to see if                
I can retell the important ideas

I keep track of helpful strategies 
& make plans to use them again

MONITOR SUCCESS &   
MAKE ADJUSTMENTS

I monitor my attention level & 
refocus myself if I need to

I read between the lines & 
construct my own ideas

I connect things I read to each 
other & to things I already know

I ask myself questions to help  
me understand the text better

I note what I think, feel, and 
wonder about as I read

I look for facts and reasons to 
support my ideas & the author’s

ACTIVELY READ & RESPOND

I picture what is happening       
or being described as I read

FOCUS ON WHAT’S 
IMPORTANT

I use my goal to guide my 
reading and note making

I read one section at a time   
and think about what’s 
important to remember

I summarize what I read to                   
help me focus on key points

I make notes that highlight and 
organize important information

I notice how ideas are organized 
& look for patterns I know 

(cause-effect, comparison, etc.)

I use text patterns, including                    
story structure, to help me                 
focus on important ideas

Use the Strategies Throughout THINK BEFORE, 
DURING, AFTER

BEFORE DURING AFTER

“In general, the conscious processing that is excellent 
reading begins before reading, continues during reading, 
and persists after reading is completed.”

—Michael Pressley, 2006

44© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Good readers . . .
 Take steps to help themselves even BEFORE they start reading
 Interact with the text actively and personally WHILE reading

 Keep the thinking and learning going even AFTER they finish

The Reading Chart: 
Love At First Sight

© 2022 Silver Strong & Associates  |  
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Any ideas why?

© 2022 Silver Strong & Associates  |  
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• Simplicity
• Clarity
• Versatility
• Common Language

© 2022 Silver Strong & Associates  |  
www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 47 47© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

The Reading Chart: 
Love At First Sight

• Executive Function Skills

4848© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Pause & Ponder
How might the Good Reader 
Chart help YOU teach 
comprehension more effectively?

How might it help STUDENTS take 
greater control of their reading process?

43 44
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How can I help 
students start USING 

the strategies?
50

The Good-Reader Chart: A Great Resource

50

“Posting” and “telling” 
aren’t good enough

Summarize 
the passage

Find the 
main idea

Use your 
strategies!

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 50
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If we want students to 
USE the strategies . . .

We need to teach them HOW

That’s where instructional 
tools come in!

52© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

 Help STUDENTS develop 
the good-reader strategies 
and behaviors on the chart

 Make reading instruction
easier for TEACHERS

Instructional Tools

53© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

All the Strategies Are Worth TargetingToday: Focus on 3

54© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Power Previewing Window Notes MVP

3 Tools That Build These Strategies

49 50

51 52
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The Tools: Immediate & Long-Term Benefits

“Right Now” 
Comprehension

Transferable  
Habits

56
56© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

The First Strategy We’ll Target: 
Previewing & Planning

A Great Tool:
Power Previewing

© 2021 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 57

But first . . .

57© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com
58
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Previewing comes
naturally to GOOD readers.

ALL readers can learn.

ALL readers can benefit.

Power Previewing
A tool that prepares all students to read more 
successfully by training them to preview texts   
BEFORE reading them using specially designed 
visual organizers

59

p. 103

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Fiction Nonfiction

6060© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Questions good readers 
ask themselves

Where to look for 
important information

Organizers help students preview  
more effectively in two ways . . .

55 56

57 58

59 60
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A Closer Look at the Tips in the “P”

61© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 62questions@thoughtfulclassroom.comwww.ThoughtfulClassroom.com© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 62

Power Previewing

63questions@thoughtfulclassroom.comwww.ThoughtfulClassroom.com© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 63

Power Previewing

64questions@thoughtfulclassroom.comwww.ThoughtfulClassroom.com© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 64

Power Previewing

65questions@thoughtfulclassroom.comwww.ThoughtfulClassroom.com© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 65

Power Previewing

66questions@thoughtfulclassroom.comwww.ThoughtfulClassroom.com© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 66

Power Previewing

61 62

63 64

65 66
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Power Previewing

6868© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

What About Younger Students?

 What did you see?

 What do you think this is about?

 Does anything look familiar?

 Is there anything you wonder about?

 Can you predict what might happen?

Simplify or skip the organizer as needed  

6969© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Pause & Ponder

How would using the tool help 
students read more effectively?

What good-reader behaviors would 
the tool help students develop?

Look at the good-reader chart. See what you think . . . 

7070

What are you previewing?   
What is it about (topic)?

How is the text structured or 
organized?

Where to look for key information:

What else did you notice or learn while skimming?
What seems to be important?

Does anything look familiar? 
Or relate to something you’ve seen, read, learned about, or experienced?

What seems interesting?

What seems confusing or challenging? 
Do you know any strategies that can help you address these challenges?

What predictions can you make any why?

Match the questions to the chart behaviors

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 70

71

What are you previewing?   
What is it about (topic)?

How is the text structured or 
organized?

Where to look for key information:

What else did you notice or learn while skimming?
What seems to be important?

Does anything look familiar? 
Or relate to something you’ve seen, read, learned about, or experienced?

What seems interesting?

What seems confusing or challenging? 
Do you know any strategies that can help you address these challenges?

What predictions can you make any why?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Here are a few examples:

71

Your turn . . .

7272

What are you previewing?   
What is it about (topic)?

How is the text structured or 
organized?

Where to look for key information:

What else did you notice or learn while skimming?
What seems to be important?

Does anything look familiar? 
Or relate to something you’ve seen, read, learned about, or experienced?

What seems interesting?

What seems confusing or challenging? 
Do you know any strategies that can help you address these challenges?

What predictions can you make any why?

What behaviors would the organizer develop?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Power Previewing: A Real Winner

72

67 68

69 70

71 72
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Help develop the 
previewing habit:

Pause and 
Preview

74
74© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Another Strategy to Target: 
Actively Reading & Responding

MAKING NOTES 
can be a great strategy for getting students to       

actively think about & interact with what they read

www.thoughtfulclassroom.com 75
© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 75

Note-taking doesn’t     
always involve thinking

Two students’ notes on the same passage:

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 76

Which student was 
thinking while reading?

 How can you tell?

One Little Letter Makes a HUGE Difference

aking notes

aking notes?

What’s the difference between . . .

and

7777© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Note TAKING is a passive process

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 78

• Very little thinking

• Minimal retention

• Will not promote 
deep understanding

• Very little thinking

• Minimal retention

• Will not promote 
deep understanding

73 74

75 76
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Note MAKING requires active thinking

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 79

Summarized 
information

Raised a question Made connections 
& comparisons

www.thoughtfulclassroom.com 80
© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 80

Note TAKERS Note MAKERS?

How can we transform students from

Our Window Notes tool scaffolds the process

A tool that uses a window-shaped 
organizer to encourage active thinking 
and note making while reading

Window Notes

8181© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

p. 159

The organizer trains ALL students 
to make four kinds of notes that 

good readers make naturally

8282© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

 Facts

 Feelings/Reactions

 Questions

 Connections

83© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

 Can be used with all kinds of texts

Window Notes Window Notes

8484© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

A 4th-grade student’s notes on tornadoes:
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Window Notes

8585© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

A high school student’s notes on Maya Angelou’s “Caged Bird”

Window Notes

8686© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

CLASS-GENERATED NOTES 
on the bee hummingbird

It even works with our youngest students:

8787© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Take the tool for a test drive . . .
8888© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Guernica
Pablo Picasso

1937

 Facts & Observations
 Feelings or Reactions
 Questions
 Connections

Make sure chat window is open   
and visible so everyone can see

We’ll respond by 
“waterfall” in the chat

89© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Window Notes: Another Real Winner

Making connections

Posing questions

Recording thoughts, feelings, reactions 

• Promotes learning & retention of content

• Develops several good-reader behaviors

• Teaches students they’re supposed 
to be active readers and note-makers

FEELINGS & 
REACTIONSFACTS 

CONNECTIONS QUESTIONS 

Text From Exploring the Titantic, Marked for Questions and Information. Harvey, S. and Goudvis, A. Strategies That 
Work: Teaching Comprehension to Enhance Understanding. Stenhouse Publishers, Portland, Maine. (2001)

90 90© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

The End Goal Isn’t the 
Tool: It’s TRANSFER

Students make these 4 kinds of notes 
naturally -- without using the organizer! 
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Math Notes

9191© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

A variation on Window Notes 
that helps students handle 
word problems more 
successfully by teaching them 
to preview the problems and 
make a plan for solving them

Want a copy? Just ask!
questions@thoughtfulclassroom.com

92
92© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Our Final Strategy: 
Reviewing & Reflecting

• Understand
• Remember
• Apply

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 93

The Problem: 

Many students stop THINKING 
as soon as they stop reading.

93© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

A tool that encourages students to review 
and synthesize what they’ve learned by 
having them identify and elaborate on the 
Most Valuable Point (“MVP”)

Most Valuable Point (MVP)

p. 96

94© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

95© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

The Basic Steps:

1. Review Key Points

2. Determine MVP

3. Support with
Details & Examples

Most Valuable Point (MVP)

96© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

High School 
Biology 

Example:

2nd Grade Example: 
Class-generated MVP paragraph

Writing MVP paragraphs 
builds key writing skills

MVP = Topic sentence

Supporting 
details

Conclusion

Reviewing MVP paragraphs    
lets you assess understanding
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97© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

MVP: Another Winner

• Develops the habit of reflecting after reading.

• Encourages big-picture understanding by teaching
students to review and synthesize key ideas 

• Develops other good-reader behaviors from
across the chart—e.g., figuring out what’s 
important, supporting ideas with evidence 

c

• Develops writing skills as well!

9898© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

Take the tool for a test drive . . .

 Think about what we learned. 

99© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

 What would you say is the MVP?

MVP: We can teach all readers to 
become better readers. 

We can do this by teaching them the 
strategies that good readers use to 
make sense of what they read. 

And by using tools to help students 
develop those strategies.

Use MVP to process 
today’s session

 Can you elaborate, using 
details from the session?

Please respond 
in the chat.

Three Essential Questions:

What separates great readers
from the rest?

How can we help ALL readers
read like the best readers?

How can we integrate literacy
across the curriculum?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 100

Three Essential Questions:

1. What separates great
readers from the rest?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 101

Three Essential Questions:

2. How can we help ALL readers
read like the best readers?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 102

You’ll receive copies of the 
tools from the session.

97 98

99 100

101 102

Reading for Understanding   |   Session 1 Slide Summary

Copyright ©2024 Silver Strong & Associates. All Rights Reserved.  This document cannot be reproduced without written permission.  
 



18

Three Essential Questions:

3. How can we integrate literacy
across the curriculum?

© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 103

NEXT SESSION

Think about our big 
goal and how you     
can move toward it

104© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 

TASK: Use what you learned 
today to map out something 
concrete that you can do.

Thank you!

www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com 105105© 2024 Silver Strong & Associates  |  www.ThoughtfulClassroom.com

The professional development division of

Silver Strong & Associates

questions@thoughtfulclassroom.com

www.thoughtfulclassroom.com

We look forward to seeing you next time.

Questions or comments? Use “chat” or email:

We’d love to hear from you!
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