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TANDARDS Use your content Standards or curriculum as 
a starting point for mapping out your lesson

This ensures you stay focused 
on your “regular” content!

What do I want students to KNOW?

What do I want students to UNDERSTAND?

What do I want students to BE ABLE TO DO?

LEARNING GOALS

STUDENT-FRIENDLY 
LEARNING TARGETS
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Need a Hand?
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EXTS 

Select a Text or texts that align with your learning targets

 Textbooks are not the only option. 
Get creative and consider multiple types of texts. 
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ELA standards call for students  
to read different kinds of texts, 
both literacy and informational
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EXTS 

Develop a focus question or prompt that will give students a purpose 
for reading and get students thinking deeply about the content.

What does it mean      
to be a good friend?

Should plastic water 
bottles be banned?

What does the text teach 
us about human nature?
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SSESSMENTS

Think about how you will Assess student learning

Assess content understanding + literacy skills

Challenge students to demonstrate a DEEP understanding of what 
they’ve read and learned

Consider informal as well as formal assessments

Use spoken or written formats to build literacy skills besides reading
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DOES THIS MEET OUR CRITERIA FOR A GOOD  SSESSMENT?
ASSESSMENT TASK:

Is sleep important? 

EXPLAIN what you think.
SUPPORT your answer with 
specific details from what 
we read and learned.

 Does the task assess content understanding + literacy skills?

 Does it require writing or speaking, so that students build literacy skills besides reading?

 Does it challenge students to demonstrate a DEEP understanding of what they read and learned?
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DOES THIS MEET OUR CRITERIA FOR A GOOD  SSESSMENT?

You’ve spent the last few days researching and reading about the behavioral and intellectual development 
of toddlers. Now it’s time to apply what you learned . . .

ASSESSMENT TASK: 

You and your team have been selected to design a safe educational toy that will appeal to toddlers.  

-- At least one key element of intellectual development 
-- One of the four methods of learning associated with toddlers
-- Appealing. (Review the provided toy catalog for inspiration.) 

Submit a detailed sketch of your toy and an explanation of how it achieves its purpose. 

 Does the task assess content understanding + literacy skills?

 Does it require writing or speaking, so that students build literacy skills besides reading?

 Does it challenge students to demonstrate a DEEP understanding of what they read and learned?
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EADING/LITERACY SKILLS

Identify specific Reading, writing, speaking, or listening 
skills that you want to teach or have students practice 
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Focus on skills that will help students . . .
 Read and understand the text in the first place!

For example:

• Previewing a text to see
how it’s organized

• Making organized notes

• Distinguishing big ideas from
less-important ones
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Focus on skills that will help students . . .
 Deepen or demonstrate their learning—either orally or in writing.

For example:

• Summarizing key ideas
after reading

• Writing a well-organized
paragraph or essay

• Supporting a position
with textual evidence
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A Great Resource for the “R” Part of the Acronym
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Where else can you look for  
eading & literacy skills to target?
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Look for instructional tools that will both develop the literacy 
skills you identified AND deepen understanding of the content
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Where can you find tools that develop 
literacy skills and deepen learning?

The Reading for Meaning tool we looked at earlier is a great 
example of a tool that promotes deep learning AND literacy!
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